
Staff Report 
Submission Date: May 13, 2024 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: The Nielson APA-23-05, Williamson Act Contract No. 74008, 76012, 80001, 88003 
and 88004, Application to rescind their property from the existing contracts and 
reissue a single contract consisting solely of their property and to reflect the 
proposed parcel merger through Boundary Line Adjustment (BLA-24-05). 

Location: The project site is located south of the community of Grenada on APN’s 022-
230-140, 022-230-270, 022-230-390, 022-190-080, 022-190-180, 022-200-440,
022-230-070, 022-230-180, 022-230-240, 022-230-380, 022-230-470, 022-230-
480, 022-410-140, 022-270-080, 022-270-110, 022-270-120, 022-300-050, 022-
300-060, 022-230-130, 022-430-080, 022-230-210, 022-240-080, 022-240-140,
022-240-200, 022-240-210, 022-240-220, 022-240-230, 022-260-010, 022-450-
040, 022-460-090, 022-460-110, 022-460-150, 022-460-160, 022-470-050, 022-
470-080, 022-470-090, 022-480-090, 022-240-270, 022-240-250 and 022-240-
260, Township 43N, Range 6W, Sections 2, 3, 10, 11, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 34, 35,
36 & 39 MDBM.

Exhibits: A. Map of property under existing contract No. 74008
B. Map of property under existing contract No. 76012
C. Map of property under existing contract No. 80001
D. Map of property under existing contract No. 88003
E. Map of property under existing contract No. 88004
F. Location Map
G. Zoning Map
H. Map Showing Property Not Within an Ag. Preserve
I. Boundary Line Adjustment Exhibit Map
J. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire
K. Existing Contract and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve

K-1.  Contract No. 74008
K-2. Contract No. 76012 
K-3. Contract No. 80001 
K-4. Contract No. 88003 
K-5. Contract No. 88004

Background and Discussion 

The proposed project is a request to rescind the subject property from the existing Williamson Act Contracts 
and reissue a contract consisting solely of property under one ownership. The subject property is 
approximately 5288.36 acres which is currently under 5 separate contracts, two of which have multiple 
property owners.  
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During the initial project review, it was found that one parcel does not meet the minimum requirements as at 
21 acres, it is substandard in size. In response to this discovery, the applicant has submitted a boundary line 
adjustment application to merge the substandard parcel with an adjacent parcel, creating one 257-acre parcel.  
Additionally, it was found that only 80 acres of a 117.1-acre parcel is under contract (Exhibit H). When the 
property was initially approved to be included in an Agricultural Preserve and subsequent Williamson Act 
Contract, 40 acres of this parcel was excluded.  

The project applicant did not propose to increase or decrease the acreage within Agricultural Preserve. 
However, due to 37.1 acres of a legal parcel not being within a preserve, this issue should be addressed. 

Existing Parcels 
• 022-230-380 is a 21-acre parcel that was originally created as a part of Patent No 71436, which was 

later modified by Waiver 1023-385, which left the 21-acre remainder parcel.   
• An 80-acre portion of APN 022-240-270 with APNs 022-240-250 and 022-240-260, is a separate legal 

parcel as it was originally created by Grant Deed, as Recorded on September 20, 1907, Siskiyou County 
Records in Book 75 at Page 263. This parcel was subsequently modified when a portion was transferred 
for County Road and State Highway development.  

• All remaining parcels proposed as part of this project consist of legal parcels, each of which is 40-acres 
or larger in size. Each parcel was created prior to the Subdivision Map Act and in compliance with 
County Subdivision Ordinance effective at the time of parcel creation. 

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contracts 

• 609 acres of the subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 74008 (Clerk’s No. 203) as 
recorded on February 25, 1974, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 704 at Page 421. 

• 1060.39 acres of the subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 76012 (Clerk’s No. 
267) as recorded on February 17, 1976, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 749 at Page 834. 

• 2753.77 acres of the subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 80001 (Clerk’s No. 
368) as recorded on January 18, 1980, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 879 at Page 522. 

• 600 acres of the subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 88003 (Clerk’s No. 418) as 
recorded on December 22, 1987, the Siskiyou County Records as Document No. 87014883. 

• 265.2 acres of the subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 88004 (Clerk’s No. 417) 
as recorded on December 22, 1987, the Siskiyou County Records as Document No. 87014882. 

Agricultural Preserves 

• 609 acres of the subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of 
Supervisor’s Resolution No 356, Book 5, adopted on February 9, 1972.  

• 1060.39 acres of the subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of 
Supervisor’s Resolution No 30, Book 7, adopted on February 10, 1976.  

• 2753.77 acres of the subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of 
Supervisor’s Resolution No 127, Book 9, adopted on January 8, 1980.  

• 865.2 acres of the subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of 
Supervisor’s Resolution No 87-325A, adopted on December 8, 1987.  

  



Agricultural Preserve Administrator Staff Report 
May 13, 2024 

Williamson Act Contract Amendment and Agricultural Preserve Amendment (APA-23-05) 
Administrator Review and Recommendation – Staff Report  Page 3 

Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and Williamson Act 
Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To meet this requirement, two 
or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are owned in common.  

The existing Agricultural Preserves are comprised of non-contiguous properties that are also not owned 
in common, making the preserve nonconforming with the current guidelines. The existing preserves 
should be amended removing the subject parcels and an Agricultural Preserve created, consisting of 
only the subject parcels. Together the subject property qualifies for an Agricultural Preserve even 
though not all parcels are contiguous, they are however owned in common, therefore meeting this 
requirement.  

Also, because this project includes a legal parcel that has a portion (37.10 acres, approximately 0.007% 
of the proposed resultant preserve) that is not within an Agricultural Preserve, staff would recommend 
the inclusion of the 5325.46 acres to be considered not a significant increase. This would allow the 
entire legal parcel into the Agricultural Preserve and to be included in the proposed new contract. 

Soils Class 
Per County Rules Section III, Item C, Agricultural land in a preserve must contain at least 40 acres of Class I or II 
equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisting solely of Class VI or VII.  

The majority of soil types are Class V and VI. Considering the substantial acreage of the project, it 
greatly exceeds the 40-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils required. 

Contract Requirements 

Zoning 

All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Section III, Item D.  

All property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural and Non-Prime Agricultural, 
as shown on the zoning map (Exhibit C). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Section III, Item E, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property is 
evaluated by legally established parcels.  

All parcels proposed as part of the project exceed the 40-acre minimum size, with the exception of APN 
022-230-380. However, this will be corrected by the proposed parcel merger (BLA-24-05).  

Agricultural Production Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production.   

The entirety of the 5325.46-acre subject property has been used for and continues to be used for 
Rangeland and pasture for livestock production and forage for commercial beef cattle. The only area 
not accessed by cattle for grazing is the residential areas described below (Compatible Uses).  
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Compatible Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production.   

Residential Uses 

County Rules Section IV, Item C allows for residential structures, which are to be occupied by persons directly 
engaged in the commercial agricultural operation.  

The property is developed with five residential structures. The owner has indicated that two of the 
homes are uninhabitable. The remaining homes are lived in by family members that work on the ranch.  

Boundary Line Adjustment Findings 
Per County Rules, Section VI. Item B, the Boundary Line Adjustment cannot be approved until the Board of 
Supervisors makes certain findings Pursuant to Government Code Section 51257.  

Williamson Act Findings – Government Code Section 51257 

1. Upon contract approval the subject parcels will be restricted to agricultural uses pursuant to 
Williamson Act guidelines for not less than 10 years. 

2. No net decrease in the amount of restricted land will result from BLA2405. 

3. At least 90 percent of the land under the former contract or contracts remains under the new contract 
or contracts. 

4. After the lot line adjustment, the parcels of land subject to contract will be large enough to sustain 
their agricultural use as defined in Section 51222. The resultant parcel will be 257 acres, which exceeds 
the 40-acre minimum required. 

5. The BLA associated with this project will not compromise the long-term agricultural productivity of the 
parcel or other agricultural lands subject to a contract or contracts. 

6. The BLA associated with this project is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands from 
agricultural use. 

7. The BLA associated with this contract would not result in a greater number of developable parcels than 
existed prior to the adjustment and this BLA is consistent with the Siskiyou County General Plan. 
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Exhibit A 
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Exhibit B 
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Exhibit C 
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Exhibit D 
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Exhibit E 
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Exhibit F 
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Exhibit G 
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Exhibit H 
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lYilliamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

(This form is to be attacfied to the County's standard application form)

\J,E\ enOwne/s name:

Address: o* (-ll c-Le- 03Ll
Parcel Numbers: P le"se A}\ .^.k Asa<_

How long have you otmed thb tand?

Type of Agricultural Use:

Dry pasfure acreage 310.3t'o
lnigated pashre aseage GSS
Dry farming acreage Crops grown Production per acre

dC(cc_5e
Field crop average ab3 Crops grown A t"\ H-6roducrionG.-.^ per acre \l Or\

i ,ok.\;,r. or feld croType of inigation (pirrot tine, didr, etc.) Flo

Row crop acreage_ Crops grown_
otheracreage- Type-

Offrer lncome:

rights S- 99r year

per year

Production per acre

Production per acre

acres

acreFishing nghts

Other

O$rer $

nghts $ type

w y@r

p€r y€ar

type

$

Land Leased to Offrers

Name

Rental fee per acre $

Terms of lease

Share cropped with oth

List

of land

Number of acres

nation date

by landowner

lr/diarnson Act Cmfu Arnednwd €uidelines
RavBed 2021

Percent to Acres

0

auarDnng 5

Page 5 dt
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Certification

Signed Date 3/ le- ag

Please submil the fc*lowing to the Siskiyo.r County Plarming Division along with all applieble fees:

1. This signed form

2. Tl\e com$eted and s[ned eqrnty standard Ap$&xtkrn for Develoynent Review

3. The applicable maps whictr dearly show the boundaries of the contact property and proposed
change(s)

4. A copy of the Grant Deed for eac-ft legal parcel

5. The legsl descriptlon of the laM included in the apdicstion and proposed change(s)

6. A copy of arry and afl Deeds of Trust for the land that is induded in the application

7. A copy of the proper!y's existing Wiltiarnson Act Contract

Planning Staff Gonrmenb Below

The above prqerV is witrin one male of a city:

Name of City:

Present Zoning

Williamson Act Co,ttract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2021

BYes DNo

Page 6 of 6

The above statements are certifed by the undersigned to be tnre ard conect, and this tand is used
for the intensi\re production of bod or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricuttural emnomy
and has public value.
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